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1. History of discussions on Technology Transfer:

The important issue – Technology Transfer has had a mixed history.  It was barely mentioned in the decision 13/CP1 as Technology Transfer. Later after lengthy discussions, it then assumed a crown to “Development and Transfer of Technology” (7/CP2). At that time, the request was to have the developing countries report by 31st December 1996 on their initial technology needs.

	 
	13/CP1

	NAI report (by 31/12/96) on Initial Tech. Needs
	7/CP2

	SBI funding for Tech. Info. Centers & support national/regional centers
	9/CP3

	Strengthen capacities, AI to provide financial resources needed by NAI for EE, Adaptation
	4/CP4

	Status of consultative process
	9/CP5

	EGTT established, GEF nominated operational entity
	4/CP7

	Cross blend TT and Capacity Building
	10/CP8

	[in GEF report] “Reducing the long term costs of low GHG emitting techs
	3/CP9

	Joint research and development programme/projects between AII & NAI; TT Clear to carryout “Cost implications of strengthening of Tech Centers
	6/CP10

	Future role of the EGTT
	6/CP11


Over the years, Technology Transfer has been recognized as an important tool to achieving the objective of the Convention (UNFCCC). At the third and subsequent Conference of the Parties a number of decisions were taken: 

· To have the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) set aside funding for Technology Information Centers & support national/regional centers in developing countries. (9/CP3)
· To strengthen capacities, by having developed country parties provide financial resources needed by developing countries for energy efficiency and adaptation. (4/CP4)
· The Global Environment Facility (GEF) was nominated the operational entity for implementing the Article. (4/CP7)
· To Cross blend Technology Transfer and Capacity Building – recognizing that there are opportunities under adaptation technologies. (10/CP8)
· Joint research and development programme/projects between Annex II & Non Annex I country parties; TT:Clear was to carryout “Cost implications of strengthening of Technology Centers .(8/CP10)

The only notable achievement that the developing countries, in particular – the African country parties have is that which established the Expert Group on Technology Transfer (EGTT) (4/CP7).
It is therefore understandable that there is a feeling of frustration, among African and other developing countries, at the pace which this important Article is being brought to implementation.

2. Important considerations - Why Technology Transfer?
Technology transfer is regarded by African countries as important – it is regarded, among other, to provide;

· Opportunities for Sustainable Development

· Achieve greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction

· Deliver a number of environmental benefit and socio-economic benefits (improved health, employment opportunities…)

3. Elements of Technological Change: Linear and Realistic Model of Technological “Skills” Transfer
Developing countries regard Technology Transfer as programme including skills transfer as opposed to a simple “importation process”. Technology Transfer therefore must incorporate the Invention, Innovation, Adoption and Diffusion as critical elements to achieving sustained transfer –where:  [image: image1.emf]Invention
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Invention should comprise - discovery; creation of knowledge; new prototypes; Innovation - creation of a commercial product or process; Adoption - deployment and use of the new technology and Diffusion - increasing adoption and use of the technology

4. Issues to guide Policies - Policy frameworks under TT 

Given that Africa has very few and comparatively small opportunities for mitigation of climate change, it is important to have Technology Transfer open opportunities for other policy framework to take effect. Such policies must however be seen within the context of sustainable development – in particular, employment opportunities, and economic diversification and other. These opportunities include – Transport to address the Per capita emissions increase; Energy – for Energy Efficiency and demand side management (DSM); Buildings - Energy Efficiency standards; Industry - Standards, tax holidays and DSM; Kyoto Sinks -  Role of sinks in development; Renewable - Solar, Wind, Biogas, Biomass, Geothermal.
5. Strategy for the Road to Bali to Pozna to Copenhagen:

SBSTA Agenda 5 of COP 13: Development and transfer of technologies.
First it is important to allow a new thinking of taking a long-term vision and not only see Bali but to see beyond Bali – move to Copenhagen – the post 2012 theme. 

Secondly, it is important to recall decision 5/CP.12, from Nairobi to recommend a draft decision for adoption by the COP at its thirteenth session. In which case the following are key issues to consider:
5.1. Elevate EGTT to “Technology Development and Transfer Board”

This means the African negotiator has to prepare in advance and consider options on the Makeup; (Should we call it a “Board”? what should be the representation on such a body? - by geographical balance, what type of “Board” – like the CDM Executive Board? …Term of Reference and where it’s funding will come from?
5.2. Funding for the ‘new’ Programme and activities

Look at Bali-Pozna-Copenhagen…Post 2012! – Maybe consider a programmatic approach. Long term and punctuated by milestones. How do we ensure funds are available? These funds should strictly be for Technology Transfer and also only for developing countries. Consider if Africa needs to have a share of this funding agreed – considering its particular circumstances. 
5.3. Go for legally binding instruments on TT and include Adaptation Technology (China is on your side!)…

· Parameters, principles (fairness, objectivity, inclusiveness…

· Key elements (Technology & Adaptation, financing, response measures (note: Policy and Measures (PAM) may be Deal Brokers!)

· The process (forum, timeframes, merge the two tracks (KP/UNFCCC) – Would Africa support the merging of the two tracks – what considerations and how may this be achieved?
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� 	Paper presented at the European Capacity Building Initiative (ecbi) workshop for Eastern and Southern African Climate Change negotiators. Bagamoyo, Tanzania. 24th to 26th September 2007.
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