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Act4Earth

Launched at the 21st Edition of the World 

Sustainable Development Summit, Act4Earth 

advances multilateral frameworks for sustainable 

development and climate action, through research 

and dialogue that reflect Global South priorities.

Two Pillars

• COP Compass: Strengthening global climate 

governance and advancing equitable multilateral 

mechanisms.

• SDG Charter: Internationalizing Global South 

issues and promoting synergies between 

sustainable development and climate agendas 

and policies.

Goal

Advance stronger multilateralism towards the Paris 

Agreement and 2030 Agenda.



Framing Climate Justice

Framing Climate Justice

Human 
Development 

Global 
Commons

Developed metrics Institutional analysis



Climate Justice, HDI and Energy Consumption

The Human Development Index (HDI) captures progress across health (SDG 3), 

education (SDG 4), and standard of living (SDG 8) (UNDP, 2025). 

Implications for climate action due to strong correlation between:

• HDI and energy consumption for developing countries.

• High correlation between energy consumption and emissions

The 2000-Watt Society conceptual framework is built on three core principles of 

efficiency, sufficiency, and consistency. The concept can act as a reference point for 

energy consumption levels and SDG 7 (sustainable energy).

Matrix: Energy consumption and HDI

Act4Earth Publication: Re-anchoring CBDR-RC in Human Development and SDGs for Climate Justice



Per Capita Primary Energy Consumption

140 693

3423

6330
L

o
w

-i
n
c
o
m

e
c
o
u

n
tr

ie
s

L
o
w

e
r-

m
id

d
le

-
in

c
o
m

e
c
o
u

n
tr

ie
s

U
p

p
e

r-
m

id
d
le

-
in

c
o
m

e
c
o
u

n
tr

ie
s

H
ig

h
-i
n

c
o

m
e

c
o
u

n
tr

ie
s

Primary energy consumption (Watts) 2000-watt

S
o

u
rc

e
: 

T
E

R
I 

C
a

lc
u
la

ti
o
n

 b
a

s
e
d
 o

n
 E

IA
 (

2
0
2
4

)

Act4Earth Publication: Re-anchoring CBDR-RC in Human Development and SDGs for Climate Justice



Zone of Climate Justice

Act4Earth Publication: Re-anchoring CBDR-RC in Human Development and SDGs for Climate Justice



Zone-wise Mapping
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VARIABLE DESCRIPTION

Scope

Does the scope allow for the integration of emerging scientific 

evidence and evolving climate priorities that demand multi-scalar 

responses over time?

Membership
How effectively does the membership structure ensure 

representation of diverse groups affected by climate change?

Decision-

making

Do decision-making processes deliver outcomes that enable action 

with the urgency, speed, and scale needed to address climate 

change?

Functions
Do the functions of multilateral processes provide effective 

mechanisms for monitoring, compliance, and enforcement?

Form
How adaptable is the institutional form in responding to planetary 

crises, political shifts, and evolving stakeholder demands?

Framework for Multilateral Reforms



VARIABLE GAPS REFORMS

Scope

1992 and PA identifies climate 

change as a global issue – yet not 

clear mandate for global commons

Mandate for global commons.

Membersh

ip

Who represents the global 

commons?

Have a science-backed body 

representing global commons

Decision-

making

No agenda item covering the global 

commons

Include a dedicated agenda item on 

global commons

Functions
No clear function on global 

commons

Emphasis on socialization and norm 

advancement on global commons

Form

Global commons remains 

ambiguous in the present 

institutional design

The UN Trusteeship Council to be 

repurposed as science-backed body 

for the global commons.

Strengthening Multilateralism for the Global Commons



10 years on…The year 2015 was a watershed in the evolution of global 

sustainability. It marked not only the adoption of the Paris Agreement but also the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (and SDGs). Climate justice is crucial for 

both.

Article 4 of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) raised more than three decades ago: how to protect the climate system 

“on the basis of equity and in accordance with common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities,” while recognizing that “economic 

development is essential for adopting measures to address climate change”.

1992 and PA identifies climate change as a global issue. There needs to be a clear 

mandate for global commons. 

Conclusion
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