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Background of Climate Weeks

➢ Post Kyoto Era (1997 to 2009): Countries started exploring 

regional platforms to support global agreements

➢ In early 2010 UNFCCC started promoting regional 

engagement as a bridge between annual COPs. 

➢ UNFCCC CWs started:

• Africa & Latin America – held in 2017

• Asia-Pacific – held in 2018

• Middle East & North Africa – held in 2022

• Reformed and re-launched in 2025

➢ New York Climate Week : launched in 2009 by               

The Climate Group

➢ London Climate Week : launched in 2019 by                  

E3G in partnership with Mayor of London
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Usefulness of Climate Weeks

• In the current format, Climate Weeks are marginally useful & there 

are many being held around the world - (not coordinated/aligned)

• CWs are not part of the broader system of accountability, finance 

and climate justice

• On their own, CWs are good at raising awareness and to build or 

strengthen community of practice

• Without concrete follow-through CWs risk becoming talk shops and 

possibly platforms for greenwashing

• Public percention matters

USEFUL BUT NOT SUFFICIENT & NOT DELIVERING
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Need for reimagining COPs and Climate Weeks

WHY?

1. COPs are too big, too expensive and are not delivering the 

expected results

2. COPs no longer have the need to negotiate global treaties such as 

Paris Agreement

WHAT?

1. Streamline COPs: frequency & format

2. Focus on implementation of NDCs at scale and accelerated pace

HOW?

1. Shift the “burden” of side events, green zone, and all the peripheral 

activities from COP to Climate Weeks with powerful media outreach

2. Make CWs action-oriented, focused on tangible outcomes
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Unique opportunity to reimagine COPs and Climate Weeks

Given:

1. UN under financial and geoploitical strain

2. Public perceptions about UN in general and COPs specifically

3. COP presidencies and UNFCCC secretariat have a good 

opportunity to be the change-makers & take bold action to 

streamline COPs and use CWs as a leverage

START A NEW ERA OF CLIMATE ACTION AND BRING MUCH 

NEEDED CREDIBILITY TO COPs and CWs

TURN THE CORNER, TURN THE PAGE OF B.A.U. 

BEND THE CURVE!
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DISCUSSION POINTS

1. WHAT ARE THE (THREE?) KEY MESSAGES WE WISH TO 

CONVEY TO THE UN AND INCOMING PRESIDENCY?

2. HOW DO WE DO THAT?

3. WHAT IS THE TIME FRAME AND PROCESS OF 

ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH?

GOOD LUCK!
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